Important Confirmation Information:
On September 19, 2009, 4:30 - 5:45 P.M., our Confirmation Orientation will be held in St. Rosalie’s Parish Center.  This event is for Candidates, Parents and Sponsors.   Mass will follow in St. Rosalie Church at 6:00 P.M.   We will cover mandated requirements from the Archdiocese of New Orleans, disseminate all necessary paperwork and give you the opportunity to renew friendships.  

It is very important that you choose your sponsor soon if you have not already done so.  Your Sponsor must have his/her parish priest sign and date the attached Confirmation Sponsor Eligibility Form and return this form at the meeting on October 10, 2009.  Also, please forward a copy of the Checklist to your chosen Sponsor so that she/he can schedule in advance the events which include your Sponsor.

On October 10, 2009, 4:30 - 5:45 P.M., “A New Beginning:  St. Rosalie’s Candidate Confirmation Journey,” will be held to be held in St. Rosalie’s Parish Center.  Candidates and their Sponsors will complete a Faith Fact Survey together.  After this activity, Candidates and Sponsors will sit together during the Celebration of Mass at 6:00 P.M.  During this Mass, there will be A Confirmation Rite of Welcoming and Commissioning Service.  Parents, family members and friends are invited to come early to sit in pews behind candidates and their sponsors.

It is an expected element of Sacramental Preparation that Candidates will participate in  Liturgies each weekend and on holy days with their families.  Candidates are expected to be active participants at Mass at St. Rosalie Parish on a weekly basis in order to be eligible for the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Candidates must attend Mass and sign in each week.  There will be a sign in book for you at the base of our St. Joseph’s statue near the Sacristy.  If not in attendance at St. Rosalie, each candidate must obtain a bulletin from the church you are attending and get it signed by the priest or deacon.  Sunday Mass attendance is not optional for Candidates - this is the faith you will affirm! 
The Sunday Liturgy is the lifeblood of our faith.  We gather as community for the greatest prayer of the Catholic Church, to worship God, the Father, God, the Son and God, the Holy Spirit. We break bread together to celebrate the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, who commanded us to “Do this in memory of me”. We proclaim our Catholic beliefs in the Creed, we give thanks and share the gifts God has given us, and we sing and listen to the Word of God proclaimed. 

The Candidate’s Confirmation Journey at St. Rosalie Parish is also a commitment to family ministry.  Parents with their extended family are an integral part of Sacramental Preparation. If families attend Sunday Liturgies together, serve others together, pray together and celebrate sacraments together, the Gospel values are modeled and strengthened in the life of the Candidate.

Candidates may also use required Community Service through their schools in fulfillment of the requirement of ‘Service to Others’.  You are encouraged to perform at least 15 hours of non-money making service.   Service hours should encompass these three areas:

Church, Local Community and Beyond Community.
Continuing educational activities for Sponsors and Candidates are scheduled for the following Saturdays: November 14, 2009, December 12, 2009 and January 9, 2010, from 4:30 – 5:45 followed by Mass at 6:00 P.M.   This valuable time will be spent with your Sponsor learning more about the Sacrament of Confirmation and will include completion of activities together.  

A Confirmation Retreat/Day of Prayer is an opportunity for Candidates to reflect on their deepening relationship with Jesus Christ through the reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation.  It is a time to nurture spiritual growth and to awaken your awareness of the Holy Spirit at work in your lives. A retreat is a concentrated experience that offers an environment for grappling with faith issues and learning new ways to pray. 

It is also an opportunity for the Candidates to build community with other teens of throughout many of the other West Bank parishes. The Confirmation Retreat is considered such an important part of the Sacramental Preparation Process that it is also a required component of the Archdiocese.  Other retreats (such as TEC or lock-ins) may not be substituted for the parish Confirmation Retreat. 
Parent Participation is critical for the spiritual development of the Candidate during this time of preparation. The Catholic Church teaches “Education in the faith by the parents should begin in the child’s earliest years…family catechesis precedes, accompanies, and enriches other forms of instruction in the faith. Parents have the mission of teaching their children to pray and to discover their vocation as children of God. The parish is the Eucharistic community and the heart of the liturgical life of Christian families; it is a privileged place for the catechesis of children and parents.”
The Candidate-Sponsor-Parent- Confirmation Practice and Evening of Reconciliation Prayer Service will be an opportunity for Candidates and Sponsors to reflect on the decision to affirm our faith and to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation together. It is also an opportunity to rehearse for the Confirmation Liturgy and to be well pre-prepared.

Please note all Guidelines and Checklist as follows:

Letter to the Pastor
This is the written verification of the Candidate’s decision to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.  The Candidate must submit a letter to the Pastor of our parish, requesting to be considered as a Candidate for Confirmation.  (See below for Guidelines regarding the composition of your letter to Fr. Jon – this is due October 10, 2009.)

Selecting a Confirmation Name

Our name identifies us in a unique way, not just our physical selves, but who we are as person. One of the traditional practices in the Church at the time of Confirmation is choosing a name that will remind you of this sacrament.  Your prayerful reflection will help you determine that name.  You might want to recommit yourself to your Baptismal name since it expresses the relationship that exists between these two sacraments, especially after you reflect on its meaning and discover some of the people who shared you name in Christian history.  You might want to choose the name of a saint who represents the type of Christian you wish to be.  It is important to learn as much as you can about your patron saint.  After all, you are asking this saint to be your friend and advocate for the rest of your life. Whether you decide to stay with your Baptismal name or pick a new name, take the time to research and explore the root meaning of the name, for as Scripture says “Yahweh calls each of us by name.”

Selecting a Confirmation Sponsor
Your choice of a Confirmation Sponsor deserves considerable thought. Because as Candidates you are affirming your Baptismal faith through the Sacrament of Confirmation, it is appropriate for the Candidate to select their Baptismal Sponsor (Godparents).  

If this is not possible, the Candidate is encouraged to choose a special person who will be a mentor in their Catholic faith. This is not an honorary reward for a special relative or friend.  The Sponsor is someone called upon to pray, console, consult, discuss, direct and occasionally, chastise Candidates who have made choices that conflict with Church teachings.  This is not always an easy thing to do, but your Sponsor should be up for the challenge!

This is a lifelong relationship and as such should be chosen very carefully.

Confirmation Sponsors should be chosen at the beginning of the Confirmation Journey in order to act as a mentor during the time of preparation and beyond.
Confirmation Sponsors are also an integral part of the reception of the Sacrament.  

They also must be in a ‘state of grace’ in order to be a Sponsor during the actual Confirmation Liturgy.  There will be a Reconciliation Service held for sponsors, candidates and their parents at the Confirmation Rehearsal  (Date and Time TBA).
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Confirmation Sponsor Eligibility Form
Sponsor, please fill out this form and take it to your Parish Priest. 

Sign it in his presence and have him witness it. Thank you. 
Dear Father, 
I, ______________________________________________, am a registered member of the 

Parish of _____________________________________________________, and have been 

asked to be a sponsor for  ____________________________________as he/she receives the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

As per church requirements, the Code of Canon Law, Canon 874 says:

To be admitted to the role of sponsor, a person must: 
· Have completed their sixteenth year
· Be a Catholic who has been confirmed and has already received the sacrament of the Most Holy Eucharist
· Lead a life in harmony with the faith and role to be undertaken
· Receive the Sacraments of the Church regularly
· Not bound by any canonical penalty legitimately imposed or declared
· Not a parent of Confirmation candidate 
Further, I understand and accept the responsibility which I undertake as sponsor, and I promise to pay special attention  to this Confirmation candidate in his/her efforts to live a Christian life that reflects the spirit and teaching of the Catholic Church. 
I am prepared to assist him/her in whatever way possible as he/she prepares for the reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
                                                       
____________________________________________
                                                                                          Signature of Sponsor 
I certify that, to the best of my knowledge, the above-mentioned Sponsor is capable and worthy of assuming the responsibilities of Confirmation Sponsor. 
                  


               
____________________________________________

  






                  Signature of Pastor








     _______________________________









     
         Date
RECORD OF (at least) 15 HOURS OF NON-MONEY MAKING SERVICE
Like the Good Samaritan, reach out and touch someone’s life with your love through action. Service provides an opportunity to respond to a call of Christian Witness and Growth in many ways. Service can also provide challenges and the occasion for recognizing hidden talents and gifts that you may have.   Outreach Suggestions:  Right to Life, New Orleans,  Abortion Clinic at 3040 Ridgelake Dr. in Metairie to pray for the unborn, 2nd Saturday each month; 13th Annual Komen New Orleans Race for the Cure, Sunday, October 25th 2009 @ City Park, New Orleans;  St. Vincent De Paul Society, Serve food at Ozanam Inn,  Work at the St. Rosalie Parish Fair this year ( Sign up with us to work at the Animal Wheel ).

 You can use this form or if you’ve started a similar form, that’s acceptable.  Please turn in your service records to Mrs. Shay LeBlanc when you have completed them.  Your Service Hours should encompass some of each of these areas: 
             CHURCH                                  LOCAL COMMUNITY              BEYOND OUR COMMUNITY 

	Date
	Service Performed
	Hours
	Officiator’s Signature

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Candidate’s Name:  

_________________________________________________   
Date Completed/Turned In: 
_________________ 

*Guidelines for “Letter to the Pastor”  
Candidates who wish to be confirmed will have completed requirements by the deadline.  
Candidates must submit a TYPEWRITTEN letter to Fr. Jonathan Parks, sdb, Pastor.  This letter must be submitted on or before October 10, 2009, at St. Rosalie’s First Confirmation Meeting.  At this time you must also submit the Confirmation Registration Form if not completed, copies of Baptismal/First Communion certificates, Sacramental Fee, Saint’s Report and Sponsor Approval Letter.

Please take time to carefully compose your letter. Letters MUST be composed and written by the Candidate.  Please write two or three sentences on each point below.
• Address your letter “Dear Fr. Jonathan Parks, sdb:”
• Introduce yourself, giving your full Baptismal name, your grade and school. (Your ‘Baptismal name’ is the first and middle name you were given at Baptism.) Write that you are a Candidate for Confirmation at St. Rosalie Parish.  

· If you have chosen a Confirmation name other than your Baptismal name, mention the reason you have chosen a different saint’s name.
• Explain the reason or reasons you want to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.
• Mention one important aspect of your faith that you have learned more about during your time of preparation. Explain why this aspect is important.
• Describe how you have been actively involved with your family at our parish in serving others. For example, if you assist in any parish organization, were/are an altar server, and if you and your family participate in functions within the parish (St. Rosalie Fair, etc.)   Explain what the impact on you and your family has been as a result of your participation in serving others.
• Mention your Sponsor by name and the reason you chose your Confirmation Sponsor.
• Confirmation is the affirmation of your Baptism and the commitment to live the Gospel and spread the Gospel message. Give a couple of realistic examples of how you plan to live ‘Confirmation’ after you have received the Sacrament.
• Hand sign your letter with your first and last name.
• CHECK YOUR SPELLING FOR ACCURACY!!!!!
Guidelines for a Report on Your Chosen Saint

Selection of a Confirmation Name
Because of the close relationship between the Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation Candidates should find out why your parents decided on the name you were given. 
(The Baptismal name is the first and middle name given to the child at Baptism.) This will require conversation with parents or other family members prior to this report.
For whom were you named? Was it for a beloved relative, a favorite saint, a popular sports figure or a movie star? Once you have determined the source of your Baptismal name, you should then read about the saint’s form of your name. There are many resources available to students; there are many books in the Library and the Internet has many fine Catholic websites devoted to the Communion of Saints.

To learn more about the saints of the Catholic Church, view any of the websites listed below:

The Catholic Online Saints Page -        http://www.catholic.org/saints/ 

Patron Saints Index - http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/indexsnt.htm 

Pictures & information about the saints - http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Village/2603/image.htm
Give a brief history about the life of your saint, why you chose this particular saint for your Confirmation name, etc., 

VERY IMPORTANT:

Please be sure that you do not cut and paste or copy any information for your Confirmation Saint Paper from an Internet website.  This document must be in your own words.
Please first hand-draft your paper using the Guidelines on the next page before you type your paper.

	My Confirmation Name – Sharing the Story of Your Saint

	 “I believe in the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints…”

	

	After you decide on a name, do this rough draft before composing your paper.  

	1. The saint I chose to pray and imitate in my preparation for Confirmation is: 

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	      2.  I chose this Confirmation name because: ___________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	 

	 

	    3.  Pretend you are the saint’s biographer.  Write a summary of your saint’s life story.

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	    4.  What event in the life of this saint most impressed you?  Why?__________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	    5.  Every saint is known for a particular quality or virtue. What special virtues did this saint have?

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	    6.  How could you imitate this saint today?  Be specific!__________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	    7.  Explain why your Confirmation name is meaningful to you.

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	_________________________________________________________________________________________

	

	 Candidate’s Full Name:___________________________ ________________Date:___________


Checklist for each Candidate, their Parents and Sponsor for the Sacrament of Confirmation at St. Rosalie.  This form must be completed prior to your Confirmation Date.

Name:  ______________________________________   Date:_____________________________
	
	Confirmation Registration Form completed. 
	
	Sponsors & Candidates – Rite of Welcoming 
Date:  October 10, 2009   Time: 4:30  P.M. Sponsors will come with candidates to the Parish Center and will together complete a Faith Fact Survey.  Mass with the Rite of Welcoming follows at 6:00 P.M.  Whenever a sponsor cannot attend, a parent or close family member may attend in his/her place. 

	
	Copy of Baptismal Certificate and proof of First Communion must be turned in.
	
	Two Interviews will be held for Candidate 

(one at the  beginning of preparation and one close to Confirmation date)  
____First Interview:   Dates/Times sign up at the Oct. 10, 2009.
____ Second Interview:    Dates/Times sign up on January 9, 2010

	
	$40.00 Sacramental fee paid.
	
	Candidates & Sponsors.  Confirmation Educational Classes and Activities:  November 10, 2009, December 12, 2009, January 9, 2010:  4:30 P.M. Mass follows at 6:00 P.M.  All candidates must complete formal instruction on the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Parents are invited to attend Mass.

	
	Candidate, Parents and Sponsors must attend your Confirmation Orientation, on Saturday, September 19, 2009, 4:30 - 5:45,  in the Parish Center, followed by Mass at 6:00 P.M., at St. Rosalie Church. Please dress appropriately.
	
	Candidate must participate in 4 hour Retreat (Day of Prayer)  It will be held on a Sunday (Date TBA)
Sign In: 12:45 P.M.  Retreat begins promptly at 1:00 P.M.  Please eat lunch prior to coming to retreat.  Snacks will be provided during your break.

Mass at 5:00 P.M.  Sponsors, Parents and Family Members are invited to attend Mass.

	
	Candidate must attend Mass and sign in each week .
Sign in book is at the base of St. Joseph’s statue.  If you attend any other Catholic church, you must obtain a bulletin from the Mass attended and get it signed by the priest or deacon.
	
	 Candidate must complete and document at least 15 hours of non-money making service hours.  Service hours should encompass these three areas:

Church, Local Community and Beyond Community



	
	Candidate must compose,  in your own words, a typewritten report on your Saint, to be completed and submitted by October 10, 2009.
	
	Candidates, Parents & Sponsors  - Confirmation Rehearsal,  St. Rosalie Church. (Date and Time TBA)  Practice for Confirmation and the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be offered for all.

	
	Sponsor must submit your Sponsor Eligibility Form, signed and approved by your own Parish Pastor by October 10, 2009.
	
	Confirmation Night – (Date and Time TBA)

Sponsors and Candidates must be at the church no later than 6:00 P.M. in the Gathering Room. 

	
	Candidate must compose a typewritten Letter to the Pastor,  completed and  submitted by October 10, 2009.
	
	On Confirmation Night, Parents and family members.  Please go into church early to be seated.  There will be no taking of pictures before or during Confirmation.  Reception immediately following in Cafetorium.   Pictures can be taken with the Bishop at the Reception.  Certificates will also be disseminated at the Reception. The Church will be available for pictures AFTER the Reception .


St. Rosalie Catholic Church


608 First  Avenue


Harvey, La. 70058


(504) 340-1962 (fax: 340-1546)


www.strosalieparish.org














